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* On the question of striking "wealth" out of the clause relating
to representation in the popular house, all the states on July 18
voted aye except Delaware, which was divided. One of the most
important decisions which ever came here to a vote found the
Convention nearly unanimous in agreement
By a memorable coincidence this decision was made on the
very day when Congress in New York at last adopted the Ordi-
nance of 1787 for lie government of the Northwest Territory.
The Ordinance provided that five new states (eventually named
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan) from this Territory
might be admitted to the union as soon as any of them should
have 60,000 inhabitants, which was about the population of
Delaware, Slavery was prohibited, thanks to an earlier suggestion
of Jefferson, a bill of rights and freedom of religious worship
guaranteed, and laws forbidden which might impair the obliga-
tions of private contracts. This was federal legislation over sep-
arate states-to-be of the sort contemplated by the constitution
which the Convention was now trying to make.
The old Congress and the new Convention were in accord on
a matfer which was fundamental to the future. While Congress
was arranging to admit Western states to the United States, the
Convention was arranging that this should be on an equality in
law with the original Thirteen. The states themselves had long
shown partiality to the cities and counties on the seaboard. The
"back counties" of Pennsylvania were now in resentful conflict
with Philadelphia and the counties nearest it. In South Carolina
the "up country," rebelling against the dominance of the 'low
country," had in 1786 voted the removal of the capital of the
state from Charleston to Columbia, still almost in the primeval
forest—though this had not yet been carried out. The seaboard
shipowners, merchants, and planters all along the Atlantic had
made every effort to protect themselves and their property against
the rising demands of the frontier. Various delegates to the Con-
vention, notably Gorham of Massachusetts, Gouverneur Morris
of Pennsylvania, and Rutledge of South Carolina, had insisted
that the Atlantic states must keep control of the government.
Gerry thought on July 14 that the Convention ought to limit
the number of Western states to be admitted, so that there should
never be more of them than of the Atlantic states. "There was
a rage for emigration from the Eastern States to the Western

